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WEe ArRe ONE HuMAN FAMILY

by John Koch

s Christmas approaches, we again contemplate Jesus{ birthd of God Himself

taking on human form and entering human history. The Creator entered his
own creation to make things anew. The implications of God becoming man are
not limited to a group of believers or faithful Elect, but have a direct impact on fiall
the peopled. Luke 2:10

The idea that Jesus came to gather the whole of Creation into a unity is known
as Solidarity and is one of the seven foundational themes discussed by Bishop
John Kinneyis recent pastoral letter. Bishop Kinney notes that we are all con-
nected through our local Catholic Churches and through the Holy Father to the
Church throughout the world. filn the same way, we must see our connectedness
to all members of the human community. We are one family, regardless of our
national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. Whether it is our
neighbor next door or across the globe, we all share the same Creator; all of us
are redeemed in Jesus Christ; all of us are called to communion with God. We all
possess the same dignity as Godis children and the same rights and responsibili-
ties that protect that dignity.o

Although the term fiSolidarityé may be new to us, the theology is yrmly anchored
in the New Testament. Paul says:

[Christ] is before all things, and in him all things hold together. He is
the head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the yrst born
from the dead, that in everything he might be pre-eminent. For in
him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, and through him to
reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in heaven, making
peace by the blood of the cross. Col. 1:17-20

In life we have many
loyalties, beginning
with the family and
expanding to our na-
tion and beyond.
il Most of us share a
sense of patriotism,
a feeling of belonging
to nation, church, col-
lege, or ethnic group.
Christians, however,
believe these iden-
tities are ultimately
too small. They are
not only inclusive,
gathering people to-
gether, but exclusive,
shutting others out. It
is the Christian claim

Christian solidarity is often embraced by the young.

In a trip to El Salvador through a Christian program
called Partners Across Borders, Rachel Koch, a Holy Spirit
parishioner, worked to build solidarity with the youth of
Tenancingo, a sister city of St. Cloud.
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IN SoLIDARITY WITH PEOPLE

oF COLOR:
AN EFFORT TO ASSIST THE
STUDENTS AT TALAHI
by Deacon Vern Schmitz

he virtue of Solidarity is to recog-

nize that we are one human family
and that we really are responsible for
each other. So, as faithful Christians,
does that also mean assisting those
of other faiths - of other colors? We
know what the answer is but we just
have a difycult time with it. Maybe
itis because we see the pictures and
story of the jury trial in Rochester of
the Somali women accused of fun-
neling money to terrorists. We hear
of the insistence of the wearing of the
head scarf by these same women of
a different religion. And, maybe, we
begin to wonder if we can love these
neighbors as Christ has instructed us
to love our neighbor.

Right now - right here in St. Cloud -
there are many people trying to assist
our struggling immigrant community.
One of these groups is The Promise
Neighborhood. With an emphasis on
the Talahi school area of St. Cloud,

Contid on Page 2



Message from Fr.
Matthew

frame a neat, succinct deynition.

reverse is also true.

SoLIDARITY THROUGH THE MAss

by Father Matthew Crane

espite its frequent use with even the slightest mention of Catholic Social Teaching,
the word solidarity often remains rather hard to deyne. Even The Compendium of
the Social Doctrine of the Catholic Church, at paragraph 193, struggles a little bit to

| Solidarity, according to the Compendium, comes in two forms. On the one hand, soli-
| darity arises out of the reality that in the modern world, two people, though divided by
political borders, cultures, languages, economies, and thousands of miles, can still be
connected by a profound relationship. Day-to-day decisions made by common civilians
in Europe, Asia, or Africa result in changes to the day-to-day life of an American. The

On the other hand, while the fact of this relationship creates a certain solidarity, a certain
dependence of each individual on every other individual, it must not stay there. Solidarity,
as the Compendium says, is also a moral virtue. It must move from simply acknowledg-
ing the dependence to being a real relationship of Christ-like love. Solidarity as a moral
virtue yrmly desires the good of each individual human person, the common good.

Thanks to the careful work of many clergy and laity throughout the English-speaking world, Catholics now have an English
translation of the Mass that is, as much as possible, how the Mass is prayed by Catholics the world over. Beginning the yrst
Sunday of Advent, English-speaking Catholics will experience even more profoundly their relationship with all Catholics.

Yet, this should not be a merely factual realization of solidarity. As all Catholics pray together, the Church hopes they will
yrmly set themselves to work for the good of each other, whether they are separated by two or two thousand miles.

IN SoLipARITY WiITH PEOPLE OF COLOR
Contid from Page 1

they are trying to assist a school where a large percentage of the students are
dealing with a new language and lots of unmet needs.

The Promise Neighborhood is a community-driven endeavor primarily made up
of volunteers. They seek to ynd ways to reinvest in our community, to create
pathways out of poverty and to ensure success for our children. This is a group
walking in solidarity with our brothers and sisters - making a special effort to
improve the education and development outcomes of these children. They rec-
ognize that that we are one human family and that we are really responsible for
each other.

Maybe you too are called to share your talents, time and faith with those strug-
gling to succeed in our society?

WE NEeD Your HELP

The Newsletter and Stewardship Committees need your help in reducing the cost
of producing our bi-annual newsletter. To do so, we would like to begin distribu-
tion of the newsletter by email, rather than the postal service. WE NEED YOUR
HELP by your providing your email address to the Parish Ofyce. Your email ad-
dress will not be given out to anyone for anything other than parish notiycations
and newsletters. Please call or email Nancy at the Parish Ofyce with your email
address: hsps@spiritandsaints.org
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SHARING OUR FAITH AND SUPPORT AT A TIME OF Loss

ven though | walk through the

dark valley of death, | fear no
evil; for you are at my side, with
your rod and your staff that give me
courage. Psalm 23:4

While the deceased are on their jour-
ney to heaven to be with God for eter-
nity, the family and loved ones here on
earth are grieving for the loss of some-
one dear to them in their lives. The
funeral Mass, service, and meal are
meant to help in this grieving process.

The local church community at Holy
Spirit, as well as other Catholic
churches across the world, is in soli-
darity with the family during their time
of loss. We are there to comfort and
support the family through our gifts of
food and service and prayer. No one
is completely alone, as the church is
always present.

fiThe beautiful thing about the Catho-
lic Funeral Rite is that no matter how
well known or how obscure the de-
ceased person is, they all receive the
same funeral liturgy.0 says Father Tom
Knoblach. iiWe say the same prayers,
choose from the same readings, and
offer all families the same hospitality
after their service.o

Following Jesusi example of feeding
the multitudes with loaves and ysh,
the Funeral Lunch Committee at Holy
Spirit is there to provide a meal after
the funeral service for the family and
friends who have gathered to honor
and remember their loved one.

A funeral is most likely the only time a
celebration with potentially hundreds of
guests, will be coordinated in 2-4 days.
fiWwhen the call is received, our Funeral
Lunch Committee kicks in like a well-
oiled machine,0 says Nancy Lechner,
parish secretary. It starts with a call to
Donna Daniel, the chairperson of the
Funeral Lunch Committee. She has
been coordinating the efforts for over
18 years and knows how important it
is to have a system and guidelines.
fiwhat we provide is on short notice,
and the creativity comes in getting it
coordinated and prepared for the fam-
ily, so they donit have to worry about
it,) Donna said. f{iThis is a service

provided from the church through the
generous donations of parishioners
who support it.0

The Funeral Lunch committee is di-
vided into speciyc areas of responsi-
bility. Denny and Alice Schmitt, Jane
and Ken Hemmesch, and Joe and
Rozanne Pollack take turns buying
the groceries. Mary Jo Vierzba and
Claudette Dehler are in charge of call-
ing the volunteers. They work from a
list of people willing to cook and help
serve the lunch. Monica Anderson has
been volunteering for almost 10 years.
filtls rewarding to do. | have gotten to
know a lot of people, and | believe in
serving families in their time of need,0
she said.

The menu provided is the same for all
funerals. What changes is the number
of people served. The family provides
the number of expected guests to use
as a guideline. The largest lunches
can be in excess of 300 people, and
a small one might be just 50. The
number of volunteers needed to pre-
pare and serve the meal also varies.
fiwebre always looking for more help.
To volunteer means you are willing to
be called and given the option to work.
Everybody canit work every service so
having a larger group of volunteers is
important,0 says Donna.

One of the long time volunteers is Lori
Hasbrooke. She came to St. Cloud

from Arlington, MN, as a student at
SCSU. She met her husband there
and joined Holy Spirit Parish after their

Funeral Lunch Volunteers: Alice Schmitt, Jane Hemmesch,

by Arlene Williams

FuNeErAL LuncH MENU
SLicep Ham
FrRuir SALAD
BUTTERED BREAD
CHEESE SLICES
PotaTo cHiPs
PickLEs
CAKE
CoFrree AND MiLK

The family pays for the meat; every-
thing else is provided by the parish.

To volunteer or donate to the fund
call the parish ofyce at 251-3764
or Donna Daniel at 253-2213

marriage in 1964. Soon after that she
began volunteering for funeral lunch-
es. fiAlot has changed over the years,
including the location of the church,0
says Lori. She has always enjoyed
the camaraderie of the women. fiWe
have a lot of time to visit and get to
know each other while we work. Get-
ting to know new people in the com-
munity while serving the needs of oth-
ers is the best part. There are some
wonderful people volunteering,0 said
Lori.

How can you be a part of this important
ministry at Holy Spirit Church? If you
have a couple hours to help prepare
and serve a meal on short notice, con-
sider volunteering your time. Call the
parish ofyce to volun-
teer your services for
the next time help is
needed.

Perhaps you could
make a donation to
help defray the cost
of the meal. The fam-
ily pays for the meat;
however all the other
dishes are paid for
through a Funeral
Lunch Fund.

Denny Schmitt, Ken Hemmesch, Donna Daniel,
Mary Jo Vierzba, Claudette Dehler, Joe Pollack,

Lori Hasbrooke, Rozanne Pollack

Page 3



A BisLicaL WALK THRouGH THE MAss

CLusTER BiBLE STuDY GROUPS
by Marjorie LaTour

rom the time of the apostles, the Mass has been the central act of Christian worship. For the Mass is nothing less than
the celebration of the Eucharist that Jesus instituted at the Last Supper, when he commanded his apostles, fiDo this in
memory of meo. Luke 22:19

These are the opening words of AA Biblical Walk through the Masso by Edward Sri, and the topic for the latest cluster
Bible Study groups. The 6-week study illustrates the Scripture reference for every word, gesture, and prayer used in the
Mass, beginning with the Sign of the Cross to the ynal Blessing and Dismissal. Have you ever wondered why the priest
breaks a large host into small pieces? Or why we offer each other a Sign of Peace? These questions and more were an-
swered in the study. 1 I i TR

The accompanying workbook and study guide prepared
the participants for the weekly discussion and video. The
author of the book, Dr. Edward Sri, is a nationally known
Catholic speaker and the author of several best-selling
books. We were privileged on occasion to be joined by
Father Tom and Father Matthew who were able to pro-
vide additional insight when we came across a question
that was not answered by the video presentation. While
the focus of the study was the Biblical foundation for ev- |
ery part of the Mass, the reasons for the new transla-
tions were also addressed and explained.

fil so appreciate studying the Bible with others in the
group as we are able to share our experiences and
perceptions with each other,0 said Mary Hoenig. fiThis
study has given me an appreciation of the depth of the Mass and the yearn to re-visit and explore the Scriptures more. In
addition, it has helped me to understand the new translations we will soon be using.0 Others in the group echoed Maryis
comment, adding that knowing the Scriptural reference has made the Mass more exciting.

The Holy Spirit study, led by John and Sarah Howard, met on Tuesday morning following Mass. Other cluster groups met
on Sunday evening at St. Anthonyis and Thursday evening at St. John Cantius.

The next study group will begin the week of January 15 and conclude the last week in March before Lent. The topic for the
next study is the Psalms and will include an introductory session plus 10 lessons. The Holy Spirit group will meet for the
introductory session on Tuesday, January 17, after the 8AM Mass. For more information about the next study and/or to
join a group, contact John or Sarah Howard at 230-6599.

WEeE AR ONE HumAaN FAaMILY

that the only community in which we can ultimately pourish
and be fully ourselves is the whole of humanity gathered in
Christ.

What are our duties as members of the human community?
John Paul Il said: iThe more globalized the market becomes,
the more we must counterbalance it with a culture of solidar-
ity that gives priority to the needs of the most vulnerable.o
In commenting on this, Fr. Timothy Radcliffe, a Dominican
friar, believes that for the ordinary Christian, this is largely a
guestion of attitude. We must oppose unjust warfare in all
its forms. History shows that wanton killing accomplishes
nothing and targets mostly the weak and defenseless. We
must yght to eliminate extreme poverty, which Kkills twenty
thousand people a day and is an affront to every true Chris-
tian who recognizes that all other humans are fipesh of our
pesh.0 Isaiah 58.7 We must abolish the false idols of our
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society, the chief of which is
deiycation of money which too often becomes the ultimate
goal of human striving instead of a means to meet simple
needs. It is blasphemous when eight million people in the
world die each year from want while others preoccupy them-
selves accumulating excess riches.

But human solidarity is more than overcoming injustice. It
is creating a common world of meaning and civility in which
we share what we are. It is the reaching out to the stranger
and foreigner in our midst, and purifying our language both
to them and about them. In this reaching out between indi-
viduals, there is no domination or contempt. Although oth-
ers may not be Christian or even believe in the same God,
all share in the same brotherhood. By embracing our hu-
man solidarity with others through Christ, we break out of
our cultural prisons and elevate our Christianity to a higher
level.






